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PRESENT: Calouro, Sweeney, Parella, Stuart, and Herreshoff

ALSO PRESENT: Antonio A. Teixeira, Town Administrator
Michael A. Ursillo, Esq., Town Solicitor
A. Archie Martins, Town Sergeant

The Council met in regular session on Wednesday evening, 
November 16, 2016 in the Town Hall, Council Chambers beginning 
at 7:02 o'clock PM, Council Chairman Calouro presiding:

Fire Marshal - Oath of Office

Prior to the commencement of this evening’s regular agenda, Fire
Chief DeMello introduced Robert Ferguson who was recently named 
Fire Marshal. The Clerk administered the Oath of Office to Mr. 
Ferguson.

MOTION RE: CONSENT AGENDA - TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA

Sweeney/Parella – Voted unanimously to 
approve the Consent Agenda as prepared 
and presented:

A.   SUBMISSION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)

1. Town Council Meeting - October 19, 2016

Sweeney/Stuart – Voted unanimously to 
approve these minutes as prepared and 
presented.

B.   PUBLIC HEARINGS

1. Intoxicating Beverage License Renewals 2016-2017,
(see agenda item E1 also)

a. Jerry Durante, Credit Manager, All American 
Foods, Inc. re Objection to Liquor License 
Renewal - Agave, 805 Hope Street

b. Jerry Durante, Credit Manager, All American 
Foods, Inc. re Objection to Liquor License 
Renewal - Thames Waterside Bar & Grill, 251 
Thames Street

c. Recommendation - Town Administrator and Fire
Chief (approve with conditions)

LATE ITEM d. Recommendation - Chief of Police (approve)
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Stuart/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
close the public hearing.

Stuart/Parella – Voted unanimously to 
grant renewal of these licenses per the
recommendations received and conditions
imposed and also subject to conformance
to all laws and ordinances and payment 
of all fees, taxes, and levies.

Prior to the vote taken, Council Chairman Calouro opened the 
public hearing.

There was no testimony presented in favor of the renewal of 
these licenses nor was there any remonstrance presented in 
objection thereto.

Councilman Stuart noted that he is aware that some licensees are
remiss in providing the paperwork necessary for the renewal of 
these license and he explained that these licensees are “put on 
notice” that the Council will take this inattention in to 
consideration for future action.

2. Yong Ping Qiu, for J and Y, LLC, d/b/a Sawa Asian
Bistro, 531 Wood Street - request for transfer of
Class BV Intoxicating Beverage License to: Cheng 
Liang Yu, for IFC, Inc. (new owner), (see agenda 
item D1 also)

LATE ITEM a. Recommendation - Chief of Police (approve 
with conditions)

Sweeney/Stuart – Voted unanimously to 
close the public hearing.

Stuart/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
approve the transfer of this license 
per the recommendations received and 
conditions as imposed; incorporating 
the conditions of the court order, so 
noted, and also subject to conformance 
to all laws and ordinances and payment 
of all fees, taxes, and levies.

Prior to the vote taken, Council Chairman Calouro opened the 
public hearing.
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There was no testimony presented in favor of the transfer of 
this licenses nor was there any remonstrance presented in 
objection thereto.

Town Solicitor Ursillo reported that the matter of the property 
lien was decided in court and that he will provide a copy of the
court order for a future docket.  Town Solicitor Ursillo 
explained that the Court awarded the Town $9,725 from the 
registry of the Court and that IFC, Inc. will be responsible to 
pay its rent, plus interest, to the Town in order to satisfy the
debt of the property owner.

Town Solicitor Ursillo noted that this arrangement will allow 
the new owner to receive the alcoholic beverage license and move
forward with the operation of his business.

3. Hildeberto S. Moitoso, for Viola’s Liquor Store, 
Inc., d/b/a Viola’s Liquor Store, 219 Wood Street
- request for transfer of Class A Intoxicating 
Beverage License to: Michael S. Brito, Jr., for 
Twelfth Night Sales, Inc. (new owner), (see 
agenda item D3 also) 

a. Gregory A. Mancini, Esq., Sinapi Law 
Associates, Ltd., for RI Distributing Co. 
and Horizon Beverage Co. - Objection to 
Liquor License Transfer

LATE ITEM b. Gregory A. Mancini, Esq., Sinapi Law 
Associates, Ltd., for RI Distributing Co. 

and Horizon Beverage Co. - Release to Objection

LATE ITEM c. Paul J. Pisano, Esq., for Johnson Brothers 
of RI - Objection to Liquor License Transfer

LATE ITEM d. Paul J. Pisano, Esq., for Johnson Brothers 
of RI - Release to Objection

LATE ITEM e. Recommendation - Chief of Police (approve 
with conditions)

Stuart/ Herreshoff – Voted unanimously 
to close the public hearing.

Herreshoff/Sweeney – Voted unanimously 
to approve the transfer of this license
per the recommendations received and 
conditions as imposed, and also subject
to conformance to all laws and 
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ordinances and payment of all fees, 
taxes, and levies.

Prior to the vote taken, Council Chairman Calouro opened the 
public hearing.

Speaking in favor was William P. Dennis, Esq., representing the 
transferor noting that Mr. Moitoso has been in business for 32 
years and that he (Mr. Moitoso) is in favor of the petition.

There was no remonstrance presented in opposition to the 
granting of the transfer.

The Clerk noted for the record that he and Councilman Herreshoff
were both members of the Town Council at the time that Mr. 
Moitoso received his license for the first time.

C. ORDINANCES

1. Ordinance #2016-14, Chapter 16, Motor Vehicles 
and Traffic, Article V, Stopping, Standing and 
Parking, Section 16-143, Parking prohibited at 
all times (Chestnut Street-Benjamin Church 
Manor), 2nd reading for adoption

Sweeney/Herreshoff – Voted unanimously 
to consider this action to constitute 
the second reading for adoption of 
Ordinance #2016-14. Advertise in local 
newspaper. 

2. Ordinance #2016-15, Chapter 16, Motor Vehicles 
and Traffic, Article V, Stopping, Standing and 
Parking, Section 16-143, Parking prohibited at 
all times (Wall Street-One Parking Space), 1st

reading

Stuart/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
consider this action to constitute the 
first reading of Ordinance #2016-15. 
Advertise in local newspaper. 

3. Ordinance #2016-03 (adopted May 4, 2016), Alcohol
Use and Sale on Town Property - six month review

Stuart/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
receive and place this matter on file.
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Prior to the vote taken the Council made inquiry of the 
Administration concerning the review of this ordinance.

Recreation Director Burke reported that the ordinance has been 
“used” twice without incident.

Police Chief Canario agreed with Recreation Director Burke and 
reported that there were “no major incidents.” He cautioned that
the Town remains in “uncharted waters” with this practice and 
agreed to monitor any activities closely.

Councilman Stuart noted that the Town would consider any 
necessary amendments to the ordinance and that he was pleased to
learn that it appears to be working well.

D. LICENSING BOARD - NEW PETITIONS

1. Yong Ping Qiu, for J and Y, LLC, d/b/a Sawa Asian
Bistro, 531 Wood Street - request for transfer of
Class BV Intoxicating Beverage License to: Cheng 
Liang Yu, for IFC, Inc. (new owner), (see agenda 
item B2 above)

It is hereby noted for the record that discussion and action 
concerning this agenda item took place as part of agenda item B2
as found above.

2. Cheng Liang Yu (new owner), d/b/a Sawa Asian 
Bistro, 531 Wood Street - request for Victualling
License, continued from October 19, 2016

LATE ITEM a. Recommendation - Chief of Police (approve 
with conditions)

Sweeney/Stuart – Voted unanimously to 
grant this license per the 
recommendations received and conditions
imposed and subject to conformance to 
all laws and ordinances and payment of 
all fees, taxes, and levies.

3. Hildeberto S. Moitoso, for Viola’s Liquor Store, 
Inc., d/b/a Viola’s Liquor Store, 219 Wood Street
- request for transfer of Class A Intoxicating 
Beverage License to: Michael S. Brito, Jr., for 
Twelfth Night Sales, Inc. (new owner), (see 
agenda item B3 above) 
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It is hereby noted for the record that discussion and action 
concerning this agenda item took place as part of agenda item B3
as found above.

E. LICENSING BOARD – RENEWALS

1. Intoxicating Beverage License Renewals 2016-2017,
(see agenda item B1 above)

It is hereby noted for the record that discussion and action 
concerning this agenda item took place as part of agenda item B1
as found above.

2. Sunday Sales License Renewals 2016-2017 (Package 
Stores)

LATE ITEM a. Recommendation - Chief of Police (approve)

Sweeney/Stuart – Voted unanimously to 
grant renewal of these licenses per the
recommendations received and subject to
conformance to all laws and ordinances 
and payment of all fees, taxes, and 
levies.

3. Victualling License Renewals 2016-2017

a. Recommendation - Town Administrator and Fire
Chief (approve with conditions)

LATE ITEM b. Recommendation - Chief of Police (approve)

LATE ITEM c. Recommendation - Town Administrator and 
Department of Water Pollution Control

Stuart/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
grant renewal of these licenses per the
recommendations received and subject to
conformance to all laws and ordinances 
and payment of all fees, taxes, and 
levies.

4. Additional Hours License Renewals 2016-2017

LATE ITEM a. Recommendation - Town Administrator and 
Chief of Police (approve)

Sweeney/Stuart – Voted unanimously to 
grant renewal of these licenses per the
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recommendations received and subject to
conformance to all laws and ordinances 
and payment of all fees, taxes, and 
levies.

5. Amusement Devices License Renewals 2016-2017

LATE ITEM a. Recommendation - Chief of Police (approve 
with conditions)

Sweeney/Stuart – Voted unanimously to 
grant renewal of these licenses per the
recommendations received and conditions
imposed, and subject to conformance to 
all laws and ordinances and payment of 
all fees, taxes, and levies.

6. Holiday Sales License Renewals 2016-2017

a. Recommendation - Town Administrator and Fire
Chief (approve)

LATE ITEM b. Recommendation - Town Administrator and 
Chief of Police (approve)

Stuart/Sweeney - Voted unanimously to 
grant renewal of these licenses per the
recommendations received and conditions
imposed, and subject to conformance to 
all laws and ordinances and payment of 
all fees, taxes, and levies.

F. PETITIONS – OTHER

1. Matthew A. Calderiso, Jr., 12 Bay Street - 
request for removal of “Accessible Parking” space
at 33 Oliver Street, 2nd reading

Sweeney/Stuart – Voted unanimously to 
consider this action to constitute the 
second reading for adoption for the 
removal of an accessible parking space.
Notify Public Works Director. 

2. Marc Gaudreau, 26 Collins Street - request for 
curb cut

Sweeney/Stuart – Voted unanimously to 
refer this matter to the Director of 
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Public Works and to continue same until
the next regular Council meeting.

Prior to the vote taken, Public Works Director McBride reported 
that he did not receive a request for a recommendation 
concerning this matter. He noted that the use of cobble-stones 
near the street’s edge was a concern to him and that he would 
like to have the opportunity to discuss same with the 
petitioner. 

3. Lynn Shaw, for Explore Bristol/Bristol Merchants 
Association - request to hold scheduled events in
the “downtown” area and for support of the 
Snowflake Raffle event

LATE ITEM a. Recommendation - Town Administrator and 
Chief of Police (approve with conditions)

Stuart/Parella – Voted unanimously to 
approve this petition per the 
recommendations received and the 
conditions imposed and subject to 
conformance to all laws and ordinances 
and payment of all fees, taxes, and 
levies.

Prior to the vote taken, Councilwoman Parella noted that the 
annual Holiday Preview will take place on November 18, 19 and 
20.

4. Ben Luk, Operating Manager, Bristol Buffet - 
request for Council consideration to create Class
BV liquor license for premises located at 180 Mt.
Hope Avenue

Sweeney/Parella – Voted unanimously to 
refer this matter to the Town Solicitor
so that he may draft the appropriate 
ordinance.

Prior to the vote taken, Councilman Sweeney asked to know if 
there have been any issues with this establishment with Police 
Chief Canario responding that there have been no issues.

Councilman Stuart noted that overall concerns about public 
safety were raised in the past due to the number of trained 
police officers available and asked to know if these are no 
longer in need of attention since new officers have been hired
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Police Chief Canario explained that he still has concerns 
regarding the overall number of full liquor licenses and that 
four probationary police officers were added to the force. He 
noted that it takes some time before these officers are fully 
trained and that there is a limited number of officers on the 
force.

Councilman Herreshoff agreed with Police Chief Canario and 
suggested that the Town might have an overall plan for the 
number of licenses it will allow ultimately. He also suggested 
that there may be a need to exercise some restraint.

Councilwoman Parella stated that she was not generally in favor 
of adding licenses but that this situation might be considered 
differently.  She noted that the petitioner has 30 years of 
experience operating restaurants in the Town of Warren without 
incident and that he currently has a BV-Limited license. 

Councilwoman Parella noted that she is informed that Mr. Luk is 
losing the opportunity to accommodate small parties since he 
cannot offer a full-bar. She added that this establishment 
closes relatively early and that that the real issue are the 
“bars” which stay open until 1:00 o'clock AM and require much 
more attention by the Police Department.

Councilwoman Parella also noted that she does not believe that 
Mr. Luk has been treated fairly since there has been no outward 
support for his business. She explained that “downtown” 
restaurants seem to garner the support of the EDC and other 
entities and that these same entities appear to be disinterested
businesses which operate outside of the downtown area.

Councilwoman Parella suggested that the Town must treat all 
business fairly “across the board.”

Councilman Sweeney stated that he was in support of this license
upgrade and that the Council should consider the reputation of 
the applicant when making these decisions.

Councilman Stuart stated that public safety was “paramount” and 
that there is a need to balance the requests of business owners 
with the public safety interest. He, too, suggested that 
reputation should also play a role in this decision.

Councilwoman Parella noted that the matter was discussed in a 
workshop and that the questions remain unanswered.
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Council Chairman Calouro suggested that Police Chief Canario and
Town Solicitor Ursillo should investigate the circumstances of 
other seaside destination towns containing universities and “see
what is out there” in terms of police staffing levels and number
of liquor licenses.

Councilman Sweeney asked to know if the Police Department is 
overtaxed with Police Chief Canario responding that the Town can
often, without warning, lose officers in the ranks to 
retirement, resignation, etc.  He added that it is necessary to 
have enough officers available to “man the streets” and that he 
is concerned that if an establishment changes from a limited 
license to “scorpion bowls” the nature of the clientele could 
change dramatically.

Councilwoman Parella noted that Mr. Luk has informed her that he
does not plan to serve scorpion bowls. She added that she 
believes that Mr. Luk’s clientele is family oriented and that he
does not cater to students.

5. David E. Barboza, 92 Constitution Street, et al -
request for Constitution Street, between High and
Wood Streets, to be included in residential 
parking zone

Stuart/Herreshoff – Voted unanimously 
to refer this matter to the Town 
Administrator and Chief of Police for a
recommendation.

Prior to the vote taken, Mr. Barboza explained that he is 
representing his neighborhood and that the neighborhood 
experienced a “horrendous year” of parking problems.  He noted 
that the neighborhood parking spaces were “invaded” by non-
residents vehicles and that some of these “roost” for several 
weeks at a time without moving.

Mr. Barboza speculated that the motorists are residents of or 
visitors to Prudence Island.

Mr. Barboza suggested that the Town might declare his 
neighborhood to have a parking restriction which would forbid 
overnight parking without a resident permit.

Town Solicitor Ursillo explained that an ordinance would be 
required to accomplish this and also explained the ordinance 
adoption process.
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A discussion ensued regarding the parking problem with the 
Council concerned that the problem may relocate to another 
nearby street if Mr. Barboza’s request is granted.  Councilman 
Stuart suggested that the Council may wish to examine the 
problem more comprehensively and include a wider area in the 
proposed parking-restricted zone.

Council Chairman Calouro suggested that the matter might be 
referred to the Chief of Police and Town Administrator for study
and a recommendation.

Linda Arruda of 159 High Street informed the Council that her 
house abuts Mr. Barboza’s neighborhood and although she does not
seem to have any parking problem near her house she understands 
his dilemma since she has observed a “tremendous increase” in 
the number of parked vehicles.

Police Chief Canario stated that he understands the concerns 
expressed by Mr. Barboza and Ms. Arruda and asked the Council if
he might have some time to research the matter.

Councilman Sweeney asked Harbormaster Marsili if he might be 
able to communicate with some of those taking the Prudence 
Ferry.

Harbormaster Marsili stated that he would speak to “the powers 
that be” and noted that there is a waiting list for permanent 
parking spaces on the Ferry Dock.

6. Bette Walpole, Chairperson, East Bay Chamber of 
Commerce - request for support of Small Business 
Saturday effort (November 26, 2016)

Parella/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
appropriate $500 from the Town Council 
Contingency, mirroring last year’s 
appropriation, in support of this 
effort to offset the cost of the 
trolleys.

Prior to the vote taken, Ms. Walpole appeared before the 
Council.  She invited the Council to attend the Small Business 
Saturday event, noting that the event will involve three towns, 
two trolleys on one day.

It was suggested that the Council would provide funding equal to
that of last year.
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Ms. Walpole reported that the Council provided a $500 
contribution last year.

7. Mary Garcia, 70 Oliver Street - request for 
removal of “Accessible Parking” space at 72 
Oliver Street, 1st reading

a. Recommendation - Town Administrator and 
Director of Public Works (deny)

LATE ITEM b. Recommendation - Chief of Police (deny)

Stuart/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
deny this request based upon the 
recommendations received.

8. Marie L. Knapman, Board Chair, Bristol Theatre 
Company, on behalf of Reynolds Arts & Wellness 
Group - request to allow food truck at Holiday 
Open House event, December 3, 2016

LATE ITEM a. Recommendation - Chief of Police (approve 
with conditions)

Stuart/Parella – Voted unanimously to 
approve this request per the 
recommendations received and subject to
conformance to all laws and ordinances 
and payment of all fees, taxes, and 
levies.

Prior to the vote taken, Ms. Knapman explained that the 
food truck is a “draw” for visitors to attend the open 
house and that a similar request was approved last year and
that the event was very successful and without any 
difficulty.

9. Amanda Avedissian, for Classic Pizza & Grille - 
request for Council consideration to create Class
BV Limited liquor license for premises located at
349 Metacom Avenue

Sweeney/Stuart – Voted unanimously to 
refer this matter to the Town Solicitor
so that he might prepare the proper 
ordinance amendment language.

G. APPOINTMENTS
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1. Public Service Appointments

a. Economic Development Commission (term to 
expire September 2019)

1. Ethan M. Tucker, 231 Wood Street - 
interest/reappointment

Councilman Stuart nominated Mr. Tucker for reappointment.

There were no counter-nominations.

Stuart/Sweeney – Voted to close 
nominations and to instruct the Clerk 
to cast one ballot in favor of Mr. 
Tucker with term to expire in September
2019.  Voting in favor of this motion 
were Council Chairman Calouro, 
Councilman Sweeney, Councilman Stuart 
and Councilman Herreshoff. Councilwoman
Parella abstained from the vote.

b. Zoning Board of Review

1. Steven M. Hudak, 70 Franklin Street - 
resignation

LATE ITEM 2. Charles A. Burke - interest/appointment
(currently serves as 1st alternate)

Stuart/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
accept the resignation of Mr. Hudak and
to request that the Clerk should send a
letter of thanks for service.

Councilman Stuart nominated Mr. Burke for appointment to the 
unexpired term.

There were no counter-nominations.

Stuart/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
close nominations and to instruct the 
Clerk to cast one ballot in favor of 
Mr. Burke for the unexpired term to 
expire in March 2021.

c. Zoning Board of Review - Alternate (to fill 
unexpired term to expire March 2017)
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1. Donald S. Kern, 32 Defiance Avenue - 
interest/appointment

2. Derek N. Tipton, 10 Dixon Avenue - 
interest/appointment

Councilwoman Parella nominated Mr. Kern for appointment to the 
position of First Alternate.

There were no counter-nominations.

Parella/Stuart – Voted unanimously to 
close nominations and to instruct the 
Clerk to cast one ballot in favor of 
Mr. Kern with term to expire in March 
2017.

Councilwoman Parella nominated Mr. Tipton for appointment to the
positon of Second Alternate.

There were no counter-nominations.

Parella/Stuart – Voted unanimously to 
close nominations and to instruct the 
Clerk to cast one ballot in favor of 
Mr. Tipton with term to expire in March
2017.

d. Historic District Commission - Auxiliary (to
fill unexpired term to expire July 2019)

1. Christopher Ponder, 736 Hope Street - 
interest/appointment

Councilwoman Parella nominated Mr. Ponder for appointment.

There were no counter-nominations.

Parella/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
close nominations and to instruct the 
Clerk to cast one ballot in favor of 
Mr. Ponder with term to expire in July 
2019.

After the vote taken, Council members discussed the possibility 
of having an annual meeting with members of the various boards 
and commissions to order to reinforce the “vision” of the Town 
Council and to communicate the challenges relating to the 
implementation of this vision.
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H. OLD BUSINESS

1. Councilman Stuart re Update on Possible RIPTA 
High Speed Ferry Stop in Bristol, continued from 
September 7, 2016

Stuart/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
continue this matter until a meeting to
be held in February 2017 and to plan to
have a workshop regarding same sometime
in advance of said meeting.

Prior to the vote taken, Councilman Stuart reported that he and 
Harbormaster Marsili communicated with RIPTA regarding expanding
the number of stops.

Harbormaster Marsili reported that RIPTA does not seem to have 
definitive plans at this time and that he plans to remain in 
communication with them and agreed to report back with any 
updates.

Councilman Stuart suggested that the matter might be continued 
to the month of February and that the Council may wish to have 
some type of workshop to discuss the feasibility of 
accommodating the ferry service should it come to Bristol.

Councilwoman Parella stated that she believes that the 
Providence/Newport ferry service will continue.

Harbormaster Marsili agreed with Councilwoman Parella and 
explained that many, if not all, of the ferry runs sold-out and 
that the State authorities appear to be pleased about the 
popularity of the service.

2. Council Chairman Calouro re Website Improvement 
Update, continued from September 7, 2016

LATE ITEM a. Town Administrator Teixeira re Website 
Improvements Update

Sweeney/Herreshoff – Voted unanimously 
to receive and place this matter on 
file.

Prior to the vote taken, Town Administrator Teixeira outlined 
his memorandum and explained that the committee met several 
times regarding this matter.  He added that there was a peer 
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review undertaken and that Jessica Pflaumer helped facilitate 
the addition of many fillable forms.

A discussion ensued regarding the “notify me” feature.

Council Chairman Calouro noted that the changes represent a 
“marked improvement.”

Councilman Stuart noted that the road program is of interest to 
many citizens and suggested that there might be a statement on 
the website concerning same. He added that since the program can
change from year to year, an explanation of this would be 
useful.

I. OTHER NEW BUSINESS REQUIRING TOWN COUNCIL ACTION

1. Director of Community Development Williamson - 
request for Executive Session pursuant to RIGL § 

42-46-5(a)(5) lease of real property - Gladding-
Azevedo Property 

It is hereby noted for the record that action concerning this 
agenda item took place at the conclusion of the public agenda as
found below.

2. Council Chairman Calouro re New School Zone 
Flashing Lights Update

Herreshoff/Sweeney – Voted unanimously 
to receive and place this matter on 
file.

Prior to the vote taken, Council Chairman Calouro stated that he
was pleased that the flashing speed limit school zone lights 
have been installed. He added that these were installed at Town 
expense and that the lights are useful for the public in general
in addition to providing safety for the students.

3. Council Chairman Calouro re Bid #848 Byfield 
School Project - Additional Scope of Work

a. Town Treasurer Goucher re Byfield School 
Project and Funding

Stuart/Parella – Voted to continue this
matter until a Special Meeting to be 
held on November 21, 2016 beginning at 
6:00 o'clock PM. Voting in favor of 
this motion were Councilman Sweeney, 
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Councilwoman Parella, Councilman Stuart
and Councilman Herreshoff. Council 
Chairman Calouro was recused from the 
discussion and vote.

Prior to the vote taken, Council Chairman Calouro recused 
himself and left the Council table.

Town Treasurer Goucher referred to her memorandum and suggested 
that Town Administrator Teixeira might provide an update on the 
project.

Town Administrator Teixeira noted that the building dates from 
1872 and that the slate roof may be 144 years old.  He explained
that the origin of the project considers repairs to the south 
side of the building where the trim fell to the ground during an
ice storm several years ago.  

He explained that the area near the south side has be cordoned-
off with saw horses in order to prevent possible injurie and 
that there was some evaluation of the remainder of the 
building’s soffit to determine if further repairs were needed. 
He also explained that this evaluation concluded that all four 
sides of the soffit and gutters were in need of repair and that 
the Council agreed to repair four sides for $191,500.

Town Administrator Teixeira further explained that the need for 
repairs to the roof and dormers became apparent once the staging
was placed on the building and a closer examination was 
possible. He described the condition of the roof slates which 
were found to be flaking and that there was additional concern 
for some of the “valleys” where the roofing materials had 
failed.

D. J. Cordeiro, the contractor, provided samples of deteriorated
slates and roofing planks.  He explained that based upon the 
more specific examination, the north and south faces will need 
replacement and the east and west can be repaired.

Mr. Cordeiro further explained that the copper roofs on the 
dormers have failed. He invited those interested to have a 
“field trip” to see the damage first-hand if there is a desire 
to do so.

Councilman Sweeney reported that he did take the opportunity to 
examine the damage and climbed the staging.

Mr. Cordeiro expressed concern that if the repairs remain 
undone, there will be more significant deterioration to the 
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structure of the building and reminded the Council that there 
was similar damage to the Leo’s Restaurant building which 
resulted in the need to rebuild exterior walls and add 
structural members.

Mr. Cordeiro noted that the damage was not first understood 
since the evaluation completed for the bid was done only from 
within the building by looking out windows.

Councilman Stuart asked to know who prepared the specifications 
for the original bid with Building Official Pimenta responding 
that there was a draftsman who helped prepare the specifications
but that he, too, only viewed the needed repairs from the window
point of view.

Councilman Stuart stated that he would like for the Council to 
review bids in the future and suggested that projects may need 
better oversight and greater accountability.

Councilman Herreshoff agreed with Councilman Stuart.

Councilman Herreshoff asked to know if the additional work on 
the building could be approve by change-order with Town 
Solicitor Ursillo responding that it would be acceptable to 
issue a change order to the current contractor if the Council 
chooses to do so.

Councilman Herreshoff stated that it appears that the project 
possessed only one-half of the specifications which were 
ultimately needed and suggested that this might be considered as
a valuable lesson for future repair projects.

Councilman Stuart agreed with Councilman Herreshoff and 
suggested that the bidding process might be changed for future 
projects.

Councilman Herreshoff asked to know the additional funds needed 
with Mr. Cordeiro explaining that he is estimating these 
additional costs at $229,500.

A discussion ensued about possible additional “surprises” which 
might be discovered as the work progresses.

Mr. Cordeiro noted that there would be certain efficiencies in 
completing all of the work at the same time as the weather 
allows since the staging rental costs $40,000.

Councilwoman Parella asked to know if the Historic District 
Commission has approved the repairs with Building Official 
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Pimenta explaining that the Town will appear before the Historic
District Commission at its next meeting.

Councilwoman Parella asked Town Treasurer Goucher about the 
source of the additional funding with Town Treasurer Goucher 
referring to her memorandum. She explained that the funds may be
effectively borrowed from the severance account and that these 
funds may be replaced in next year’s budget appropriation.

Councilwoman Parella asked to know if these funds might be 
derived from the recently passed bond issue with Town Treasurer 
Goucher explaining that these funds are needed for other 
buildings.

Councilwoman Parella asked to know if the project may be 
completed before winter with Mr. Cordeiro explaining that he 
would plan to do as much as possible and to keep the building 
weather-tight during the process.

Councilman Stuart asked about possible additional damage under 
the slate roof with Mr. Cordeiro explaining that he would need 
x-ray goggles to determine this.

Councilman Sweeney asked about the cost to maintain the 
scaffolding with Mr. Cordeiro explaining that it is more cost-
effective to rent the scaffolding through the winter rather than
removing and reinstalling it. He added that it would be possible
to install new slate roofing during the winter on mild days 
since the slates are not susceptible to temperature conditions. 
He added that it would not be possible to do this if the roof 
material was asphalt.

Councilman Sweeney asked for an explanation of the “funding 
mechanism” with Town Treasurer Goucher explaining that she would
be comfortable to utilize $191,000 from the capital account, 
$10,000 from Community Development, $20,000 set-aside for Town 
Beach sand, and $54,000 from the Naomi Street account.

Councilwoman Parella asked to know if the Town might be able to 
use its reserve account with Town Treasurer Goucher stating that
it would not be advisable to do this since it would be frowned 
upon by the bonding agencies.

Councilman Sweeney asked about the consequences of using the 
severance account as outlined in the memorandum with Town 
Treasurer Goucher noting that it would be acceptable to do this 
provided that the Council made a commitment to replenish it in 
next year’s budget.
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Councilman Herreshoff asked to know if there is a builder’s 
contract available with Mr. Cordeiro explaining that he plans to
submit one based upon the approval provided by the Council.

Councilwoman Parella suggested that the Council may wish to 
provide contingent approval; citing that this would allow the 
contractor to take advantage of the relatively good weather at 
this time.

Mr. Cordeiro noted that he plans to continue work on the 
original contract for the next three weeks.

Town Solicitor Ursillo stated that all work can be approved 
contingent upon the delivery of an acceptable contract.

Councilman Herreshoff stated that he thought it unwise to 
proceed with new work if there is no signed contract.

Councilwoman Parella suggested that the decision to approve the 
contract could be delegated to the Town Administrator to act in 
the best interest of the Town.

Councilman Sweeney stated that he believes that the Council 
should remain involved.

It was agreed to consider this matter at a special meeting.

After the vote taken, Council Chairman Calouro returned to the 
Council table.

4. Councilman Stuart re RI Energy Challenge Status 
Report

Stuart/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
receive and place this matter on file

Prior to the vote taken, Councilman Stuart reminded the Council 
about the Energy Challenge. He thanked Town Administrator 
Teixeira and Director of Community Development Williamson for 
their input to the program.

Councilman Stuart noted that there have been 157 submissions 
thus far and that the Town requires 500 to win the challenge. 

5. Fire Chief DeMello re Proposed Volunteer 
Firefighter/EMS Tax Incentive Program 
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Stuart/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
refer this matter to a workshop to be 
held at the convenience of the parties.

Prior to the vote taken, Fire Chief DeMello stated that the Town
is blessed to have its volunteer firefighters and EMS personnel 
and that the Department is facing a decline in the overall 
number of volunteers willing to serve.

He reported that he considered an incentive program as a credit 
to those who serve and an incentive to recruit new members.

Fire Chief DeMello suggested that a discussion regarding the 
proposal would be better served at a workshop to be called 
specifically for this purpose since the proposal is complex and 
will take some time to explain.

Councilwoman Parella stated that the proposal represents a good 
idea and asked if the incentive for young persons might be 
commuted to their parents.

Fire Chief DeMello noted that the program suggests a stipend 
which may be provided in lieu of a tax credit.

Council Chairman Calouro asked to know how one might volunteer 
to join the Fire Department or EMS program.

Fire Chief DeMello explained that many volunteers come via 
referrals. He added that interested persons can stop-by at the 
office or attend fire company meetings.

J. BILLS & EXPENDITURES

1. Bid #851 - Interior Renovations, Bristol Town 
Hall

It is hereby noted for the record that the bid period for this 
item was extended until November 28 and will be read at the next
regular meeting of the Council.

K. SPECIAL REPORTS

1. Town Administrator Teixeira re BETA Group, Inc. 
Quarterly Report - Water Pollution Control 
Projects

Stuart/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
receive and place this matter on file.
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L. TOWN SOLICITOR

1. Town of Warren v. Bristol Warren Regional School 
District, et al - Reply Brief

Stuart/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
receive and place this matter on file.

2. Town Solicitor Ursillo re Flushable Wipes 
Litigation

Sweeney/Herreshoff – Voted unanimously 
to approve the agreement as presented.

Prior to the vote taken, Town Solicitor Ursillo noted that this 
is a class-action lawsuit and that it would be beneficial for 
the Town to join the lawsuit since all plaintiffs will share in 
any award which may be coming and that there will be no cost to 
participate.

Town Solicitor Ursillo noted that the only requirement may be 
that the Water Pollution Control Department may have to keep 
track of any damaged observed by the flushable wipes.

Councilman Stuart asked to know how the attorneys will derive 
their fee with Town Solicitor Ursillo responding that the 
attorneys are taking the case on a contingency basis and that 
the fee award will likely range from 1/3 to 40% of the overall 
award.

Town Solicitor Ursillo noted that Water Pollution Control 
Superintendent DaSilva identifies these flushable wipes as a 
problem for the Town and recommends that something might be done
to prevent their use.

Councilman Herreshoff stated that he believes that Council’s 
approval of joining this lawsuit as a “no brainer.”

3. Assistant Town Solicitor Teitz re Clipper Way 
Settlement

Stuart/Herreshoff – Voted unanimously 
to receive and place this matter on 
file.

Prior to the vote taken, Town Solicitor Ursillo reported that  
the matter has been resolved and thanked Council Chairman 
Calouro and Judge Richard Licht for “moving it along.”  He noted
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that the area in question is now an undisputed right of way and 
provided each Council member with a packet of the various 
supporting documents.

Councilman Herreshoff noted that this was “yeoman’s work” with 
Town Solicitor Ursillo responding that it was very complicated 
and took many years to resolve.

Councilwoman Parella suggested that there might be a ribbon 
cutting ceremony in the future.

M. INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL MEMBERS AGENDA ITEMS

1. Calouro

a. Re-election – Council Chairman Calouro thanked 
the voters for their participation and indicated that 
there was much work ahead and that dialogue remains 
important.

b. Veterans Day – Council Chairman Calouro noted the
recent Veterans Day Observance at the Rhode Island 
Veterans Home 

c. Council Appointment – Council Chairman Calouro 
noted that the Council will be making its biennial 
appointments of Town Solicitors, Judges, Town 
Sergeant, etc., and suggested that interested parties 
might submit a letter of interest to the Town Clerk’s 
Office.

d. Robert Ferguson – Council Chairman Calouro 
congratulated the new Fire Marshal Robert Ferguson.

e. Accredited Police Department – Council Chairman 
Calouro noted that the Bristol Police Department is 
accredited and that it is only one of nine in the 
State having this distinction.

f. Councilman Herreshoff – Council Chairman Calouro 
noted the 34 years of service by Councilman 
Herreshoff.

2. Sweeney

a. Councilman Herreshoff – Councilman Sweeney also 
noted the many years of service of Councilman 
Herreshoff and stated that he has great respect for 
Councilman Herreshoff.
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b. Haiti – Councilman Sweeney announced that he will
be participating in a volunteer well-digging project 
in Haiti.

c. Happy Thanksgiving – Councilman Sweeney provided 
Thanksgiving Day wishes to those present.

d. Fire Department Gift Collection – Councilman 
Sweeney note that the annual Fire Department gift 
collection drive will take place on November 26, 2016 
at Jacky’s Galaxie.

3.  Parella

a. Election – Councilwoman Parella congratulated 
those who were re-elected and newly elected on 
November 8, 2016.

b. Holiday Preview – Councilwoman Parella noted that
the annual Holiday Preview will take place on November
18, 19, and 20.

c. Happy Thanksgiving – Councilwoman Parella offered
Thanksgiving Day wishes to those present.

d. Councilman Herreshoff Retirement – Councilwoman 
Parella noted the many years of service of Councilman 
Herreshoff and explained that she first joined the 
Council in 1986 at the beginning of Councilman 
Herreshoff’s first term as Town Administrator.  
Councilwoman Parella added that the parks which were 
acquired and/or rehabilitated during Councilman 
Herreshoff’s tenure are the centerpiece of his legacy;
and commended him for his interest in the cleanliness 
of the Town.

Councilwoman Parella noted that Councilman Herreshoff 
will be most-missed for his expertise on marine 
related topics. She thanked him for his many 
contributions to the Town.

4.  Stuart

a. Election - Councilman Stuart thanked the voters 
for their confidence in him and stated that it is an 
honor for him to be able to serve.
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b. Grand Illumination – Councilman Stuart noted that
the “Grand Illumination” will take place on Saturday 
evening, December 3. He added that this particular 
observance was begun by Councilman Herreshoff.

c. Town Administrator Teixeira – Councilman Stuart 
offered his best wishes to outgoing Town Administrator
Teixeira.

d. Holiday Preview – Councilman Stuart, too, noted 
the Holiday Preview.

e. Happy Thanksgiving – Councilman Stuart offered 
Thanksgiving Day wishes to those present.

f. Martins and Davis – Councilman Stuart thanked 
Messrs. Archie Martins and Mike Davis for their 
services this evening.

5.  Herreshoff

a. Generous Statements – Councilman Herreshoff 
thanked Council members for their “generous 
statements” concerning his tenure and noted that many 
persons have offered him thanks and congratulations 
and that he was grateful to receive these.

b. Election – Councilman Herreshoff congratulated 
everyone on the election and speculated that the 
incoming Council will be strong. He noted that the 
everyone appears to wish to do the right thing and 
that there is often disagreement but that there is no 
animosity within the disagreements.

c. Andrew T. Tyska – Councilman Herreshoff noted 
that Councilman-elect Tyska initially came to Bristol 
as his employee for a summer job in naval architecture
and that he (Mr. Tyska) has done a “magnificent” job 
in his various business pursuits since that time.

d. Gratifying Experience – Councilman Herreshoff 
stated that his many years as Councilman and Town 
Administrator have been gratifying experiences and 
that he leaves with good feelings. He added that he 
intends to continue to be watchful over the Town so 
that it will remain “shipshape and Bristol fash’n.”

N. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR AGENDA ITEM(S)
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1. Congratulations – Town Administrator Teixeira 
offered congratulations to the returning Council 
members and stated that it was a pleasure for him to 
serve with Councilman Herreshoff and that Councilman 
Herreshoff was helpful and very cordial to him.

2. Walkabout/Lighting/Thanksgiving – Town 
Administrator Teixeira noted the dates of Holiday 
Preview (November 18, 19, and 20) and the holiday 
lighting (December 3) and offered Thanksgiving Day 
greetings to all residents.

3. Thanksgiving Day Football – Town Administrator 
Teixeira noted that this year’s Thanksgiving Day (Mt. 
Hope v. Barrington) football game will be held in 
Bristol.

----

CITIZENS PUBLIC FORUM

----

Consent Agenda Items:

(CA) AA. SUBMISSION OF MINUTES-Boards and Commissions

Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to receive and place these 
items on file.”

1. Harbor Commission - October 3, 2016

2. Board of Fire Engineers - October 3, 2016

3. Board of Fire Engineers - November 1, 2016

4. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee - August
9, 2016 (amended)

5. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee - August
22, 2016

6. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee - 
September 12, 2016

7. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee - 
September 26, 2016

8. Historic District Commission - October 6, 2016
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(CA) BB.  BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS

Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to approve these 
adjustments.”

1. Tax Assessor/Collector Belair re Recommended 
Abatements & Additions - November 2016

(CA) CC.  FINANCIAL REPORTS

Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to receive and place these 
items on file.”

1. (Town Treasurer Goucher) re Revenue and 
Expenditure Statement - November 9, 2016

(CA) DD. PROCLAMATIONS, RESOLUTIONS & CITATIONS

Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to adopt these Proclamations,
Resolutions and Citations as prepared and presented.”

1. Citation - Beth Carter, “Chamber Member of the 
Year” - East Bay Chamber of Commerce

2. Proclamation - Lisa Raiola & Waterman Brown, 
“Citizens of the Year” and Hope & Main, “Business
of the Year” - East Bay Chamber of Commerce

3. Commendation - Antonio A. “Tony” Teixeira, “Man 
of the Year” - Bristol Sports Club

(CA) EE. UTILITY PETITIONS

Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to approve these petitions.”

1. Department of Public Works - Road Cut Permits

(CA) FF. UPCOMING APPOINTMENTS

Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to approve advertising these 
Appointments.”

1. Public Service Appointments-December

(CA) GG. CITY & TOWN RESOLUTIONS NOT PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED

Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to receive and place these 
items on file.”

(CA) HH. DISTRIBUTIONS/COMMUNICATIONS



TOWN COUNCIL MEETING – WEDNESDAY EVENING – NOVEMBER 16, 2016

Page 28 of 30

Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to receive and place these 
items on file.”

1. Resolution re Adoption of Hazard Mitigation Plan 
2016 (signed copy)

2. Town Administrator Teixeira to Town Clerk Cirillo
re Absence (November 17-23, 2016)

3. Coastal Resources Management Council - Semi-
Monthly Meeting, October 25, 2016 

4. Town Administrator Teixeira to Peter Alviti, Jr.,
Director, Department of Transportation re Traffic
Flow on Metacom Avenue - Rte. 136

5. Amy H. Goins, Assistant Town Solicitor to Zoning 
Officer Tanner, et al re Department of Business 
Regulation Issues Emergency Regulations to Begin 
Licensing Medical Marijuana Cultivators

6. Town Solicitor Ursillo to Tax Assessor Belair re 
Recently Enacted Legislation - Taxation of 
Renewable Energy Systems

7. Coastal Resources Management Council - November 
2016 Calendar

(CA) II. DISTRIBUTIONS/NOTICE OF MEETINGS
 (Office copy only)

Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to receive and place these 
items on file.”

1. Bristol Warren Regional School District-Schedule 
of Meetings - Week of October 23, 2016

2. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee-Personnel/
Contract Negotiations Subcommittee - October 24, 
2016

3. Bristol Warren Regional School Committee - 
October 24, 2016

4. Bristol Warren Regional School District-Schedule 
of Meetings - Week of October 30, 2016

5. Fourth of July Committee-Fund Raiser Subcommittee
- November 2, 2016
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6. Recreation Board - November 1, 2016

7. Historic District Commission - November 3, 2016

8. Zoning Board of Review - November 14, 2016

9. North and East Burial Grounds Commission - 
November 5, 2016

10. Harbor Commission - November 7, 2016

11. Bristol Warren Regional School District-Schedule 
of Meetings - Week of November 6, 2016

12. Bristol Warren Regional School District-Schedule 
of Meetings - Week of November 13, 2016

13. Fourth of July Committee-Souvenir Subcommittee - 
November 10, 2016

14. Conservation Commission - November 16, 2016

(CA) JJ. CLAIMS (REFERRALS)

Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to refer these items to the 
Insurance Committee and at its discretion to the Interlocal 
Trust.”

1. Donald R. Saracen, 26 Tobin Lane - Claim for 
Damages

2. Elizabeth L. McCarthy, 32 Central Street - Claim 
for Damages

(CA) KK. CLAIMS (DENIALS)

Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to deny these claims and 
refer same to the Insurance Committee and the Interlocal Trust 
for response to claimant.”

(CA) LL. CURB CUT PETITIONS AS APPROVED BY THE DIRECTOR OF 
PUBLIC WORKS

Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to grant this curb cut per 
the recommendation of, and any conditions specified by, the 
Director of Public Works.”

(CA) MM. MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS REQUIRING COUNCIL APPROVAL
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Approval of consent agenda=”Motion to approve these items.”

----

Stuart/Sweeney – Voted unanimously to 
convene in Executive Session pursuant 
to RIGL § 42-46-5(a)(5) concerning the 
lease of the Gladding/Azevedo property 
at 9:52 o'clock PM.

Stuart/Parella – Voted unanimously to 
resume open session and seal the 
minutes of the Executive Session at 
11:11 o'clock PM.

Council Chairman Calouro announced that no action was taken in 
Executive Session.

There being no further business, upon a motion by Councilman 
Herreshoff, seconded by Councilwoman Parella and voted 
unanimously, the Chairman declared this meeting to be adjourned 
at 11:12 o'clock PM.

_____________________
Louis P. Cirillo, CMC
Council Clerk


